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OTHER - OTHER : the marginalised of the marginalised.

Exploring the further marginalisation of queer people
who live outside the cis, white, able, male,
homonormative experience.

Other-other is a group show focused on the voices of
those of the queer community who experience
otherness from within their own circles.

Kiarash Zangeneh — Another Birth



Peter Waples-Crowe and Pila Darling have been invited as
guest curators for this year's Midsumma exhibition with the
intention of opening up the field of artists at the Wyndham Art
Gallery to people who have, so far, been under the radar to
myself and Maree as curators.

Both Peter and Pila are people and artists who explore the
world beyond the binaries of black and white, gay and straight,
male and female.

This exhibition invites us as viewers into a conversation that
hasn’t been widely accepted or understood by the general
population.

Words like cisnormaitvity, genderfluid, pangender, bigender,
thirdgender, even homonormative are perhaps unfamiliar in the
large majority of the population and the issues that people who
identify with these words are also little understood.

| have to admit that in working with Peter and Pila | have been
confronted by the degree to which | have not understood the
iIssues and in learning about them have also been insensitive to
the impact of my language on people who don’t identify with the
gender they have been born with (cisgender). In my blunt
attempts to not use he or she pronouns my 59 year old brain
has been rearranging its deeply scored neural pathways.

This exhibition is important because the pool of people who do
understand these concerns needs to widen. This became very
evident to me when | went to pick up some printing for Pila. The
very nice older man at the print shop was upset because he
hadn’t been able to print the file.

In explaining this to me he said, and | quote,

‘I rang him! And | said MATE! | can’t print your file’



This to Pila, who doesn’t identify as male and has to constantly
deal with people who try to place them (term to avoid using he
or she) inside what society sees as ‘normal’. (cisnormativity)

New language is always being created, just think of the
internet, a word itself was created along with the millions of
other words that have emerged since its creation. We invent
new words to describe things that have come into being or that
have previously had no definition.

Words can distinguish something that was previously part of an
undistinguished mass. Think of a stew. If you have no words for
carrot or potato or garlic or meat, the stew is just one
undifferentiated experience. The more you learn to know the
taste of different things the more you can taste. In fact if you
have ever talked to a fine chef, they can taste if the butter has
been burned in cooking the garlic and onions.

Many people as children are pushed into one gender or the
other based on their biological sex. In fact gender has nothing
to do with sex. | know this as a cisfemale (someone identifying
with the sex they were born with) who grew up a feminist,
believing they could do anything a man could do so | rode
motorbikes and fixed my own car. This meant that many times |
was mistaken for a man and called ‘mate’ when | had short
hair. My gender was fluid even though | always identified as a
woman.

The most obvious challenge for queergender people is the
most basic problem of which toilet do they go to. Surely toilets
can be toilets and not labeled so that one sex is not allowed
into the other. Think of how shamed you feel when you
mistakenly go into the wrong toilet. This is a regular occurrence
for people who are gender fluid or transgender.



Gender is assigned, sex is not, however the two are not
connected. The impact of assigning gender affects all of us
whether we are gender fluid or not.

According to Professor Blakemore, professor of psychology at
Indiana University whose research is on gendered type toys,
the toys we are directed to play with as children by our given
gender roles influence our brain development.

‘We found that girls’ toys were associated with physical
attractiveness, nurturing, and domestic skill, whereas boys’ toys
were rated as violent, competitive, exciting, and somewhat
dangerous. The toys rated as most likely to be educational and
to develop children’s physical, cognitive, artistic, and other skills
were typically categorized as neutral or moderately masculine.
We concluded that strongly gender-typed toys appear to be
less supportive of optimal development than neutral or

moderately gender-typed toys.’
http://www.naeyc.org/content/what-research-says-gender-typed-toys

OTHER OTHER artists are from a variety of backgrounds and
identities. Their work in some cases directly addresses these
Issues and in some cases is work by someone with these
iIssues but not necessarily about them.

The mediums used and the non formal approach to the
presentation of the work is also a purposeful statement by the
curators who are interested in breaking down categories of art
and questioning the nature of art itself.
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Jemima Gale - ‘holding my own hand to cross the street'

Jemima Gale’s work is a wonderful example of this. Painted on
found fabric, employing a paper bag and safety pins, the work
Is clearly not archival which makes a statement about the
consumption and economy of art.

Yet the delightfully loose mark making is counterpointed by an
image of Babar the elephant from a popular children’s book,
raising the question about the gendered nature of children’s
books



Andrew Forbes-MacPhail - Matriarchy

Andrew Forbes-MacPhail’s painting is of Pila and references
classical portrait painting in style, however the choice to
present their work’s un-stretched and framed is again a
conscious attempt to reframe the tradition of the representation
of male and female in that historical genre.
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Blake Genner - Untitled



Blake Genner’'s work also takes the same position in relation to
the medium used but it also seems to address questions of
identity in a beautiful lyrical way, representing a neutral figure
with some powerful words literally scratched into the surface.
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Daiel Ward - | Stood Naked In Your Bathroom



Daniel Wards text work is both poetic and visually beautiful as it
flows onto the floor. The overlaid text is confusing to read which
reflects the layered and sometimes obscure nature of the
Issues in the paradigm of cisnormativity (status quo gender
identity of he and she).

Kia Clancy - djandu gam gindu gam (djandu gam gindu gam - is that a man or a woman?)

Kia Clancy plays with the viewer as the title of the work
suggests by purposefully challenging our automatic perceptions
of the physical body. Is the figure someone who has had sexual
re-assignment surgery? Is the person they are kissing a man or
a woman? In reality the answers to these questions are
irrelevant and no-body’s business but their own, yet society
demands to know!
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Pila Darling and Myke Vescio - And, Or, and Not

Pila Darling uses specific imagery in their (singular) work which
aims open up the world of gender and break away from the
simple binary nature of our general understanding of biological
sex. Zero’s and one’s are commonly used as an image to
reference the digital age. In this work | see it as a reference to
the neutrality of digital material that then gets assigned by the
meaning we add to the images it produces.

Tama tk Sharman-Favell



Tama tk Sharman-Favell's work speaks more about cultural
identity and the challenges of living between the worlds of
western ‘civilisation’ and the traditions of his Maori heritage.
The black and white of linocut are a perfectly chosen medium
for this seemingly binary contest but Tama’s work goes beyond
that in the content.

Kiarash Zangeneh

Kiarash Zangeneh’ work encompasses both video and
photography. In their work titled Another Birth, the artist
responds to a famous poem by Iranian poet Forugh Farrokhzad
who questions the nature of gender, identity and sexuality in
historical Iran. These ideas are continued in the beautifully
manipulated photographs which are written over on the perspex
in Persian text that produces a shadow through the frame. The
manipulation of these images of figures can be seen as relating
to a morphing of the nature of gender.
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Peter Waples Crowe - Hey Taloi, he’s a manbag warrior

Peter Waples Crowe pays tribute to a fellow Indigenous artist
Taloi, and an image of a pacific warrior from 1899. This image
critiques the stereotypes of masculinity that have been imposed
by colonization. The Pacific warrior seems to fly by wings gifted
to him by Peter, transcending the constraints of the time.



Callan Bradley is a performance artist and writer who uses
powerful words to share their experience of living in a binary
world as a non-binary identity.

When you were born
you had roots in the
earth but they came
and they cut you out.
Still you have grown
and you've reached
for the stars and i
want you to know
that i'm proud.



Lola Mae — The Great Fatsby

Lola Mae’s work is a beautiful representation of body image in
a visceral form. Porcelain and real life candy spill over the
plinth, portraying a moving image of dietary confusion and
compulsion bought about by the pressures of societal norms.

Slam Ross makes delicate marks in Automatic etching no2
using a medium that has a long tradition. Using this medium
creates an interesting contrast with the intention of the work
which is to speak about the artists challenge in not identifying
with a gender and to distinguish the Self from the gender.
Hidden in this work | see something | interpret as a bell. | hear it
as a bell that tolls out a new language, a new understanding
that allows each of us to identify however, and with whoever we
wish to. A bell that tolls for a new world of compassion and



acceptance that these artists all call for so beautifully,
individually and distinctly through their art. Congratulations and
thanks must go to the guest curators for bring such an
interesting selection of work to the Wyndham Art Gallery

Dr Megan Evans
Visual Art Curator

Slam Ross — Automatic etching no2



AND NOW

Some words from Guest Curators Peter Waples Crowe and
Pila Darling

The queer First Nations are represented as well as those of
other cultural and racial backgrounds, members of the trans
and gender diverse communities and people who experience
disability, from reaches across Victoria, Australia.

Many of the artists in the show identify as transgender/gender
diverse. These works come from a range of gender identities
across the gender spectrum including, binary and non-binary
people. Transgender people express gender (or lack of) in
infinite ways. This in part is in response to the policing of trans
peoples gender expression.

OTHER OTHER artists also explore the areas of racism and
cultural difference. From the on-going effects of colonisation, to
experiences of global diaspora, many of the artists are living
and practicing within intersections.

‘Some of the ways we have the experience of being othered
are through cultural divides; racism; body, gender and/or sexual
policing and inaccessibility. This contributes to the further
experience of marginalisation, reinforcing inability to access
support and is a driving factor in lateral violence and
internalised phobias.’

Peter Waples-Crowe

‘In the fight for equality we must all provide space and support
to those most marginalised. Through recognition of the
intersectional experience there is hope of dismantling
inequality. Leave no one behind.’

Pila Darling



For more information - http://queerdictionary.blogspot.com.au/
Some material from Wikipedia for people who want to know more.

Transgender people are people who have a gender identity, or gender
expression, that differs from their assigned sex.lX23! Transgender people are
sometimes called transsexual if they desire medical assistance to transition
from one sex to another. Transgender is also an umbrella term: in addition to
including people whose gender identity is the opposite of their assigned sex
(trans men and trans women), it may include people who are not exclusively
masculine or feminine (people who are genderqgueer, e.g. bigender,
pangender, genderfluid, or agender). Other definitions of transgender also
include people who belong to a third gender, or conceptualize transgender
people as a third gender. Infrequently, the term transgender is defined very
broadly to include cross-dressers, regardless of their gender identity.

The degree to which individuals feel genuine, authentic, and comfortable
within their external appearance and accept their genuine identity has been
called transgender congruence. Many transgender people experience gender
dysphoria, and some seek medical treatments such as hormone replacement
therapy, sex reassignment surgery, or psychotherapy. Not all transgender
people desire these treatments, and some cannot undergo them for financial
or medical reasons.

Most transgender people face discrimination at and in access to work, public
accommodations, and healthcare. They are not legally protected from
discrimination in many places

The term trans man refers to a man who has transitioned from female to male,
and trans woman refers to a woman who has transitioned from male to
female. Health-practitioner manuals, professional journalistic style guides, and
LGBT advocacy groups advise the adoption by others of the name and
pronouns identified by the person in question, including present references to
the transgender person's past; many also note that transgender should be
used as an adjective, not a noun (for example, "Max is transgender" or "Max is
a transgender man", not "Max is a transgender"), and that transgender should
be used, not transgendered.

Genderqueer or non-binary identities, which are not exclusively masculine or
feminine but instead are agender, androgynous, bigender, pangender or
genderfluid, exist outside of cisnormativity.-Bigender and androgynous are
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overlapping categories; bigender individuals may identify as moving between
male and female roles (genderfluid) or as being both male and female
simultaneously (androgynous), and androgynes may similarly identify as
beyond gender or genderless (postgender, agender), between genders
(intergender), or moving across genders (genderfluid) or simultaneously
exhibiting multiple genders (pangender). Limited forms of androgyny are
common (women wearing pants, men wearing earrings) and are not seen as
transgender behaviour. Androgyne is also sometimes used as a medical
synonym for an intersex person. Genderqueer identities are independent of
sexual orientation.

As homophobia and transphobia are correlated, many trans people experience
homophobia and heterosexism; this is due to people who associate trans
people's gender identity with homosexuality, or because trans people also
have a sexual orientation that is non-heterosexual. Author Thomas Spijkerboe
stated, "Transgender people subjected to violence, in a range of cultural
contexts, frequently report that transphobic violence is expressed in
homophobic terms." Attacking someone on the basis of a perception of their
gender identity rather than a perception of their sexual orientation is known as
"trans bashing", analogous to "gay bashing".

The experience of being misgendered is common for all transgender people
before they transition, and for many afterwards as well. Transgender people
are regularly misgendered by doctors, police, media and peers, experiences
that they have described as mortifying, hurtful, especially to transgender
youth, cruel, and "only making our lives harder". Deliberately misgendering a
transgender person is considered extremely offensive by transgender
individuals.

Transphobia is a range of antagonistic attitudes and feelings against
transgender or transsexual people, or against transsexuality. Transphobia can
be emotional disgust, fear, anger or discomfort felt or expressed towards
people who do not conform to society's gender expectations. It is often
expressed alongside homophobic views and hence is often an aspect of
homophobia. Transphobia is a type of prejudice and discrimination similar to
racism and sexism, and transgender people of color are often subjected to all
three forms of discrimination at once.

Other terms, such as cissexism, cisgenderism and cisnormativity, place more
stress on societal norms that enforce the gender binary but are occasionally
used synonymously with transphobia.
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Cisnormativity is the assumption that all, or almost all, individuals are
cisgender. Although transgender-identified people comprise a fairly small
percentage of the human population, many trans* people and allies consider it
to be offensive to presume that everyone is cisgender unless otherwise
specified.

A “cis” person is a person who was assigned a gender and sex at birth that they
feel comfortable with. Typically, cis men are men who were assigned male at
birth and feel that the words "man" and "male" accurately describe who they
are. Often shortened to "cis," cisgender is a term used frequently in the
intersectional, feminist, LGBT+, and transgender communities.
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